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Space commercialisation and 
legal issues 
Contemporary challenges in the new space era 



Traditional space  

• From the 70s to today - Almost 500 suppliers contribute to many of the space 
activities in India with a core of about 200 suppliers out of them.  

• Development of industry  

• Too risky for private industry to participate and risk mostly taken by 
government by ISRO developing all the IP  

• Industry supports by helping manufacture and not creating original IP  

• Expensive to setup end-to-end services  



The rise of NewSpace in India 

• Startups that want to build their own launch vehicles, satellites, end user 
applications 

• Reduced cost of small satellites, leveraging existing vendor base in India to 
make end-to-end services for the first time  

• Independent investments coming from VCs to fuel the growth  

• Working outside the traditional ISRO supply chain to directly address market 
demand within India and internationally  
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Business support with new policy changes 

• IN-SPACe formed as a regulatory body to support licensing, supervision, etc. 
and with appellate body being nominated/created for challenging decisions 

• Access to ISRO facilities being opened up for startups to pay nominal prices to 
utilise high capital investment equipment/resources  

• Space Enterprise Encouragement & Development (SEED) as funding scheme 
for innovative small business concerns/start-ups, interested in developing 
products/services in focus areas of interest to ISRO 



Requirements by international law 

• OST 

• Licensing  

• Supervision 

• Appropriation of space-based resources  

• ITU 

• Frequency coordination/interference management  



Life cycle of a remote sensing 
company (e.g. Pixxel)  



Policy/Legal issues 

 



Life cycle of a rocket company 
(e.g. Skyroot)  
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Life cycle of a ground station 
company (e.g. Leaf Space)  
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Life cycle of a satellite data 
analytics company (e.g. SatSure)  
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Life cycle of a satellite communications 
company (e.g. SatSure)  



Policy/Legal issues 

 



Procurement innovation 



De-risk innovation/IP production  





Frequency Planning and Allocation 
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Indian space focussed podcast 



Join the NewSpace India Discord Server 

Thank you! 

Narayan Prasad (PhD) 
narayan@satsearch.com 

@cosmosguru 

https://discord.gg/WRJ8Yagb8T  
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